WEEk 1

REALITY OF OUR SITUATION —
CHALLENGING SPIRITUAL WARFARE

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against

the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the

heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so

that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand

your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.
(Eph. 6:12-13)

WORKING FOR THE LORD in church communications is hard.

The bottom-line reality is that we are in a war. And in any
war, one of the first things the enemy tries is to knock out
the communications equipment of their opponent. You aren’t just
“doing the bulletin” or some other isolated project. You
are the communication center for spiritual warfare for your
church. When you got into communications work for your church
or ministry you entered one of the most intense areas of spiritual
warfare raging today. Satan wants to knock you out.

Troubles with hardware, software, and co-workers are to be
expected. Especially people problems should be no surprise because
Satan is “the accuser of our brothers” (Rev. 12:10) and one of the
easiest ways to cripple you in the battle is to get you fighting with

your fellow soldiers. Don’t let him win; don’t take on his job.
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Remember also that you are in a war that has already been won.
When Jesus died on the cross, he said, “It is finished!” When he rose
from the grave, he conquered sin and death.

Because of Jesus’ finished work, our battle resembles the fighting
of the resistance fighters in France at the end of WW2. The allies
landed on D-Day and basically the war was over, but until Paris
was liberated, the war wasn’t over for the French Resistance. The
resistance army still had to fight. If you study the history of the
resistance, you find that one of their primary weapons was
communications. “Freedom is coming—the war is over—hold on
until the victors arrive!” That was their message and ours is the
same.

We may be involved in spiritual warfare, but we don’t have to
fight alone. We can expect help for the battle. Our help never comes
ultimately from new equipment, or a more peaceful work situation,
or more considerate workers. Our help comes from our Lord and
from doing our work according to his Word.

Learn to encourage yourself from the Word of God. If you don’t
train yourself to look at the battle you are in as spiritual warfare, if
you don’t draw your strength from Jesus, your job will be much
more difficult than it should be.

God did not put you in your work to simply survive. Do your
work with joy and passion, with your eyes on heaven and know
that though the daily battles might be difficult, the war is over, victory

is assured, and your King is coming.

YOUR THOUGHTS, PRAYERS, COMMENTS:
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WEEK 2

REAL 24/7 SUPPORT

“Call to me and I will answer you.” (Jer. 33:3)

MANY COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE COMPANIES PROMISE support 24/7.
It sounds good, but in reality that “support” is often an
endless series of automatic messages, referrals to canned answers, or
a suggestion to go to the web site and there try to figure out the
answer yourself. In response you can either keep pushing buttons
in frustration or give up knowing it is almost impossible to talk to a
real human being.

In contrast, God’s promise of support is personal, immediate, and
unconditional. If we call, he answers.

We can call out to him for wisdom. When our work in church
communications seems overwhelming and we don’t know what to
do next, we need wisdom. James 1:5 promises when we ask for
wisdom, he will give it to us. Often, we have the skills to do the tasks
we need to do, we just can’t figure out the order or the process. God
can give us that wisdom to put the process in order to successfully
complete our projects.

We can call out to him for encouragement. We need it when
working with computers. Computers never tire; a computer can work
around the clock. People aren’t like that, but an odd thing has
happened in offices since the advent of the computer. In subtle ways

we tend to compare ourselves to the computer. We think we need to
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be a machine who never wears down or quits or gets discouraged.
Sometimes the Lord is the only one who can lift your spirit in an
office that, perhaps unconsciously, views people as machines.

We can call out to him for perseverance. Sometimes we think we
simply can’t learn a new program or figure out one more project.
Yet, if we just stay with it an hour or a day longer (praying at the
same time for insight and strength) suddenly things become clear.

Train yourself to always call out to God first. So often we ask him
for help as a last resort. He is merciful and kind and answers no
matter when we remember to ask him, but we could save ourselves
a lot of frustration by asking for his help first.

We can call out to him —sometimes not for anything specific at
all. Some days it seems like nobody on earth pays attention or cares.
That may or may not be true, but no matter. Call out to your God.
He cares about you and is ready to listen and help with every concern
you have, 24/7.

YOUR THOUGHTS, PRAYERS, COMMENTS:
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