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Notes 



Q. Do I have flexibility in making my financial commitment? 
 

A. Yes, there are three general categories under which you can make the commitment. 
 1. Immediate gi s from accumulated cash. 
 2. Regular weekly or monthly gi s of a designated amount over the next year. 
 3. Non-cash assets such as property, stocks, bonds, etc. 
 
Q. How will commitments be received? 
 

A. Your financial commitment will be folded and placed in the offering plate so that the confiden ality of your commit-
ment can be maintained. 

 
Q. How will the commitments be reported? 
 

A.  Your commitment form will be received, opened and recorded only by DeLane Graber, who serves as our  
 Building Fund Treasurer. Only the total dollar amount commi ed by the whole congrega on will be reported. 
 
Q. Can I divide my present giving between the General Budget and the Capital Campaign? 
 

A.  We strongly encourage you to make your commitment “over and above” any other giving to the church. The present  
 ministries and missions that we have implemented and support also need to be funded.  
 
Q. When do the commitments begin? 
 

A. We an cipate the commitments beginning on January 1, 2010. Of course, we recognize that not everyone receives a 
weekly paycheck; therefore, you may begin honoring your commitment at the me you designate in accordance with 
your income schedule. For many, previous commitments are s ll an cipated through the end of December 2009. You 
may want to consider a one me cash gi  prior to January 1 for tax purposes.  

 
Q. How will my commitment cons tute a permanent investment? 
 

A. That which we keep for ourselves can be lost, but that which we willingly give away can never be lost. The gi s you give 
for the purpose of expanding God's Kingdom here will flourish and bear fruit as God adds His blessing to your faithful-
ness. 

Program Vision  

We believe that God has called us to the work of building and expansion 
not as an end, but as a means of invi ng others to Salva on in Jesus Christ, 
to nurture faith in one another for a life me of obedience, and to pour out 
the spiritual and material blessings of God while we are here on earth. Our  
program theme, Giving God Our Best, comes from the deep convic on 
that God calls us to be givers in the same pa ern of Christ who gave every-
thing, even his life, that we might know the glory of heaven and bring as 
many as we can with us.  

Therefore the purpose of this program is threefold: 1) to be able over 
the next year to meet our mortgage obliga on, 2) to reduce our debt 
load, as soon as possible 3) to con nue to enable our spending plan to 
support our ministry and mission funding.   
Our hope and prayer is that as we focus on this vision together God will 
“enlarge the harvest of our righteousness.” (2 Corinthians 9:10)  
May we con nue to place our trust in God knowing that he is able to 
accomplish his work in us.  



Q. Will God help me make a commitment which right now seems beyond my means? 
 

A.  Making a commitment that you know for certain is unrealis c might be detrimental to you and the church. However, 
 some mes things that seem beyond reach are actually closer than they appear! Priori es may need to be rearranged in 
order  to par cipate at a sacrificial level. We do ask that your commitment be separate from your giving to the reg-
ular offering so  our other ministries and mission programs will con nue to be well supported. 

 
Q. How much money are we trus ng the Lord to supply in this stewardship program? 
 

A.  We have set a goal of $225,000 plus any special gi s. This will allow us to meet our monthly debt obliga on during the 
 next year for 2010. It will also enable us to pay off a por on of the principle, con nue to look for growth of present  

 ministries and new opportuni es for missional outreach.  
 

Q.  Is there a certain amount of money that I will be expected to commit to our stewardship program? 
          

A.  No. A er asking God for guidance in the decision, each person will decide his par cular commitment. The goal is not 
equal  gi s but equal sacrifice.  

 
Q. Why do we ask for a wri en commitment? 
 

A.  The total amount of commitments are carefully analyzed to forecast future income, and to establish a realis c 
 building  fund budget and metable for our payments. 

 
Q.  May I give assets other than cash? 
 

A.  Yes. There may be tremendous tax advantages to giving assets other than cash. One of the members of our commi ee 
 will be happy to discuss this with you, or you may choose to consult with your personal tax advisor. 

 
Q. What is the debt? 
 

A.  The current amount we have borrowed is $2,219,639.33 through a bank loan and private loans. The congrega on  
 originally approved a debt load of $2.4 million or $23,000 per month for 15 years. Our current monthly payments are 

$15,572.96.  

  
Joshua 24:14-27; Ephesians 6:1-9; Mark 9:33-37 

Stewardship includes the commitment of me, talents, and money to God’s use.  More than that, though, it 
involves our total lives.  The standard set for us in God’s Word is high.  God wants us as his followers to give 
God our best so that all people will “be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  
Through grace, which meets all of our needs, we are to tell others of his love and his mighty deeds and give 
our lives to him in joyful service.  In stewardship, we offer ourselves for the accomplishment of Christ’s work 
in the world. 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:17, “Do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.”  
Through study and medita on in his Word and through prayer, God reveals his will for our lives.   “Do not 
conform any longer to the pa ern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).  Out 
of gra tude for Christ who gave us his all, we devote ourselves to doing his will.  Through the reading of his 
Word and par cipa on in the Sacraments, God strengthens and equips us so we can fulfill his purpose for 
our lives.  “I can do everything through him, who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  God calls us to “be 
strong in [Him] and in his mighty power” (Ephesians 6:10).  By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can give God 
our best in service and commitment to the Lord. 

Sunday, October 18 
Giving God Our Best  



Q. What is expected of my family in making a financial commitment? 
 

A.  Every family is being asked to pray about their commitment. No one will be pressured. As a fellowship, we want every-
one  to pray about what they believe God would want to do through them. If God owns everything and we are 
simply managers,  then we believe that God will provide everything we need to effec vely do His work.  

 
Q. Will I be asked for a commitment publicly? 
 

A.  Absolutely not! Your commitment is a private ma er between you and God. We will not make these commitments a 
 ma er of public knowledge in any way, shape or form. 

 
Q. If I should fall behind, will the church take steps to make me pay? 
 

A.  Since we are not in the business of building buildings or raising money, we will most certainly not take any ac on to  
 collect on a voluntary financial commitment.  Our purpose in this program is to provide adequate facili es so that we 
can  con nue to make forward progress in accomplishing the mission of our church. We are simply asking that you pray 
and  seek God's guidance as to what He would have you commit to Him. We have provided commitment forms in order for 
 us to plan wisely.  
 
Q. I already the to the general budget and feel like that is all I can do. Am I wrong? 
 

A.  Only you and the Lord can decide how much you can give. This program has been designed so that everyone can give 
 something, no ma er what the size. No gi  is too small to count! If each one does as God directs, then victory is as-
sured. 

 
Q. Can we make one commitment for our en re family? 
 

A.  Yes, you may. We strongly urge that you involve your children in some way, either by individual commitment or by 
 their par cipa on in the family giving.  

  
Isaiah 62:6, 11-12; Acts 1:1-11; Ma hew 28:16-20 

In Mark 8:34, Jesus tells us what is expected of those he chooses as his disciples, “If anyone would come a er 
Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.”   
 
Deny ourselves: By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are changed from self-centered to God-centered people.  
As John the Bap st said, “He must become greater; I must become less” (John 3:30).  As disciples who deny 
ourselves, we become focused on Christ.  We keep our eyes on Jesus without thinking of ourselves. 
 
Take up our crosses: By God’s grace, we are capable of overcoming pain, obstacles, and disappointments so 
we can carry our crosses for Jesus.  Through Christ’s presence and strength, we become oblivious to our-
selves and our burdens become light.  By teaching us first that we must deny ourselves, Jesus has prepared 
us to carry our crosses.  Just as we did not choose to be disciples (Jesus chose us), we do not choose the 
crosses we will carry. 
 
Follow Jesus: A disciple is a follower of Jesus.  Just as Jesus chose his twelve disciples, he chooses us, by his 
grace, to be his disciples.  When we follow Jesus, we leave any a achments that we have to the things of this 
world.  Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his 
brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be My disciple.  And anyone who does carry his cross 
and follow Me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-27).  When we follow Jesus, we die to self and live for him. 

Sunday, October 25  
Go and Make Disciples  



Q.  How did the congrega on decide to expand to new and remodeled facili es? 
 

A. Great ques on. Ten years of planning preceded the recommenda on from the Long Range Planning Team. During 
that me, many op ons were considered. Discussions with our ministry groups, Church Board and staff were ongo-
ing. We remained focused on mission and ministries, not building plans. In 2002 the congrega on approved the pro-
posed expansion with a 95% affirma on. Our goal was to facilitate ministry by our mission statement to “call and 
prepare everyone to be fully commi ed followers of Jesus Christ.” Only when we concluded that we would not be 
sacrificing ministry, rather we would be enhancing the proclama on of His name, did we recommend expanding our 
present facility. We want to be prudent in stewardship yet always pursuing God’s vision for our ministries. 

 
Q. Why is our church involved in a stewardship program again? 
 

A.  This stewardship program provides us with an opportunity to challenge one another to prayerfully consider our  
 individual involvement in the commitment of our me, talents and treasures. The finances commi ed will enable us 
to  cover our mortgage payments in order to free up our opera onal giving for ministry. We also want to focus on re-
ducing  the principle in order to pay off the loan ahead of schedule which will free more funds for our ministries.  
 
Q. When and where will the commitments be made? 
 

A.  Most commitments will be made on Commitment Sunday, November 15, during our church service; a special 
 offering is planned for us to bring our sacrificial gi s and commitments to the Lord.  

 
Q. Isn't this stewardship program just a front to get more money for the new building? 
 

A.  While it is our prayer that the Lord will use this emphasis to provide resources for debt payments on the new facili-
ty,  the stewardship program is a me of teaching that God owns everything - our me, our talents, our treas-
ures. We are  simply managers. When we understand that, the rest takes care of itself. Our goal is that through 
the stewardship  

 program, each of us will surrender everything to Jesus Christ.  

  
Isaiah 5:1-7; 1 Peter 4:7-11; Ma hew 25:14-30 

Spiritual gi s are a divine enablement given to believers by the Holy Spirit for the building up of God’s 
Church.  A spiritual gi  is a God-given ability or skill which we do not deserve, cannot earn, and cannot 
achieve through our own efforts.  Each of us is given at least one gi , and we are responsible to give God 
our best when using it in our service to the Body of Christ.  “Now to each one the manifesta on of the Spirit 
is given for the common good”          
(1 Corinthians 12:7). 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul compared Chris ans who are given different spiritual gi s to members of a human 
body.  Each member has a different func on, but all are needed for the health of the body.  All parts are 
needed for the body to func on.  The same concept is seen in athle c teams.  Each player on a basketball 
team has a specific posi on and responsibility.  The guards are chosen for their quickness and agility to drib-
ble the ball down the court.  The forwards and centers, gi ed with height, are responsible for rebounding 
and blocking shots from the opponent. All of them desire to get that ball through their basket and combine 
their talents in that endeavor.  Each team member plays a unique role and is valuable to the team.  If one of 
them fails to contribute, the whole team suffers. 

The same is true of each Chris an.  God has given us each a spiritual gi  (or gi s), and that gi  is important 
to the Body of Christ.  God has given us gi s so we can use them to his glory in his Church.  When we do not 
use what God has given us, the whole body suffers. 

Sunday, November 1  
Using Our Spiritual Gi s  



Important Answers 
 To Ques ons You May Have 

Regarding Our 
Giving God Our Best 

Campaign  

Sunday, November 8  
Making the Most of our 

  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; Ma hew 11:15-30 

One thing most people agree upon is that “ me flies!”  A common complaint is, “There just aren’t enough 
hours in the day!”  Although these expressions are true, we all receive the same 24 hours in a day and sev-
en days in a week.  The difference is due to how we spend our me.  It isn’t the lack of me that is the prob-
lem but rather how we spend it.  To give it all we’ve got, in our stewardship of me received from the Lord, 
we must be careful in what we do with the me God gives us.  It is our responsibility not to waste me and 
to use it for God-pleasing purposes. 

Time is one of God’s most precious gi s to us.  Our me comes from God, and it is in his hands (Psalm 
31:15). Are you using your me wisely?  We can’t add years to our lives, but we are, for the most part, in 
control of what we do with the me God gives us.  To get produc ve use of our me, we need to get me 
under control.  The keys to controlling me are se ng goals, deciding on priori es, and making plans.  If we 
do not plan wisely, we will ask the ques on, "Where did the me go?” 

       How we spend our me shows what is important to us.  Whatever we enjoy and value as being im-
portant will take up our me.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Ma hew 
6:21).  If we were to examine our calendars and/or daily planners, they would demonstrate what we value 
the most.  What we do with our discre onary me speaks volumes about our interests and what we view as 
important.. 



The following shows the breakdown per giving unit, per month and per week.  
 Based on 200 giving units. 
 

$225,000 ÷ 200 giving units = $1,125 per giving unit 
$1,125 ÷ 12 months = $93.75 per month, per giving unit 
$1,125 ÷ 52 weeks = $21.63 per week, per giving unit 
 

We recognize that some will be able to give significantly more and some will not be able to give as much. It will take 
all manner of gi s in order to reach our goal. 

As you consider your gi  to this stewardship program, please consider these ques ons: 
 

1. What is God saying to you about giving a sacrificial gi  for this stewardship program? 
 

2. Have you spent me in prayer and discernment, personally or with others, seeking to Give God Your Best?  

Giving God our Best 
Helping to define your sacrifice  
1 year goal - $225,000  
The following informa on is provided to help us think about our individual com- mitment and the 
impact of our total congrega onal commitment. The amount of our current loan principle is $1,731,799 at an interest 
rate of 6.25% with a monthly payment of $15, 573 for 14 years. If we do nothing but meet that commitment we will 
pay $2,616,264 (total loan & interest) which come to $186, 876 per year. However the following chart shows the 
amount of money saved if we could pay more than our monthly payments.  
   Paid    Yearly Extra Amount   Savings in loan &  Date of Loan 
Per Year  above loan requirement    interest amount         
Payoff 
$215,000        $28,124         $451,617     April, 2021 
$225,000        $38,124         $576,201    August, 2020 
$235,000        $48,124         $716,358   November, 2019   
 

*Please note that the Giving God Our Best stewardship goal is at the $225,000 level.   

YCMC 

Sunday, November 15  
Growing a Grateful  

&  
Generous Heart 

  
Genesis 13:1-18; Philippians 3:7-11; Mark 8:31-38 

 

In Acts 20:35 Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Jesus knew that the act of giving returns 
more to us than what we give.  We reap what we sow (2 Corinthians 9:6).  He uses our generosity to build his 
kingdom and to strengthen and bless us as givers.  Giving is a privilege and a joy that can change our lives.  
When we prac ce firs ruits giving and give generously, we give it all we’ve got. 

What we do with God’s money demonstrates our spiritual maturity.  Some of us share sacrificially with God 
and others, others give propor onately from our incomes, and s ll others hoard what we receive.  God wants 
us to be channels of his blessings, and he enriches us so we can be blessings to others.  “You will be made rich 
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God”  
(2 Corinthians 9:11).   

Those who do not share, but hoard, become terminals, rather than channels, of God’s gi s.  They get no sa s-
fac on except for flee ng happiness in possessing the things of this world.  Those who do not share will never 
experience the joy of giving.  Remember the Rich Fool who amassed great wealth strictly for his own pleasure.  
He died before he had me to enjoy the products of his labor.  All he le  behind was his wealth for others to 
use.  He never experienced the fulfillment of helping others nor the joy of being a channel of God’s blessings.  
His memory lives on, not as a gracious benefactor, but as a selfish fool, a terminal of God’s gi s.  Las ng hap-
piness and contentment come from employing our lives and possessions in service to God and others. God 
loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 



 
What do I do now? 
 

Pray   That God would lead in your decision to make a  
  commitment that represents personal sacrifice. 
 

Discuss   Your commitment with your spouse and/or other 
   members of your family. 
 

Commit  Complete the commitment sheet on the other side. 
 

Respond  Bring the commitment sheet with you on  
  Commitment Sunday, November 15, 2009 and  
  par cipate in a special ceremony. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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My Faith Offering for the  
Yellow Creek Building Fund 

“Giving God Our Best” “Serve wholeheartedly . . .” Ephesians 6:7 
 

I (we) promise to be faithful in our worship and prayer.  
  
I (we) commit to diligent study of God’s Word. 
   

I (we) will commit to the giving of my/our me and talents. 
 
I (we) will faithfully and cheerfully give the following gi  amount to the building fund  
 beginning January 1, 2010: 
 
     Weekly ________ Monthly ________ Quarterly ________ Annually ________ 
  

 Non-Cash Gi  
 Descrip on of item: _____________________________________ 

 Date to be given:_______________________________________ 

 Es mated value: $______________________________________ 

 
I (we) can’t make a financial commitment at this me but will support and pray for the 

work of the Lord in our congrega ons ministries and missions. 
 

Please detach and keep for your records.  

My Faith Offering for the  
Yellow Creek Building Fund 

 

Lord, grant me your power to Give my best in service to you. 
 

I (we) promise to be faithful in our worship and prayer.  
  
I (we) commit to diligent study of God’s Word. 
   

I (we) will commit to the giving of my/our me and talents. 
 

I (we) will faithfully and cheerfully give the following gi  amount to the building fund  
 beginning January 1, 2010: 
 
     Weekly ________ Monthly ________ Quarterly ________ Annually ________ 
  

 Non-Cash Gi  
 Descrip on of item: _____________________________________ 

 Date to be given:_______________________________________ 

 Es mated value: $______________________________________ 
 

I (we) can’t make a financial commitment at this me but will support and pray for the 
work of the Lord in our congrega ons ministries and missions. 

 

NAME(S) (print):__________________________________________________ 
 

Please return this part on Commitment Sunday, November 15, or mail it to the church 
office. 



























Obituary 
. . .... 

Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death 
of one of our most valued members, Someone Else. 

Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult 
to fill. 

Else has been with us for many years and for every one 
of those years, Someone did far more than a normal 
person's share of the work. 

Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or 
meeting to attend, one name was on everyone's list: "Let 
Someone Else do it." 

Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful 
person was looked to for inspiration as well as results: 
"Someone Else can work with that group." 

It was common knowledge that Someone Else was 
among the most liberal givers in our church. Whenever 
there was a financial need, everyone just assumed 
Someone Else would make up the difference. 

Someone Else was a wonderful person - sometimes 
appearing superhuman. Were the truth known, 
everybody expected too much of Someone Else. 

Now Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we are 
going to do. Someone Else left a wonderful example to 
follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going to do 
the things Someone Else did? 

When you are asked to help this year, remember - we 
can't depend on Someone Else anymore. 

- Author unknown 



An explanation of why the next piece: 
 
This is one of my very favorite Financial pieces 
ever and I thought it might need a bit of an  
explanation why. 
 
It is a calendar and was used as a primary  
fund-raising piece for a Catholic school.  
 
It not only accomplished the goals of fund-
raising, but the pictures of the Sisters who 
worked at the school and their obvious joy of life 
and care for their kids does a lot to help people 
see the ongoing value of the school. 
 
Effective financial pieces should do more than 
raise money and the heart communicated in this 
does a great job of it. 
 
I hope you enjoy it as much as I did! 

      Yvon Prehn 


































