Here’s a great idea—

Invite your friends to church

this Christmas season!

..o 4 REASONS why | should bother to pray,
ask, and remind people to come when I'd rather

just relax and sit around munching sugar cookies.

1. Life is scary

The economy, war, terrorism, ill health—there is a lot to
be afraid of in our world today. But those who have met
the One who calms storms, know that though the journey
might be challenging, we are ultimately promised a safe
harbor. Invite your friends to meet

Jesus, the only reliable guide through scary times.

2. People are lonely

Lies, abandonment, abuse, disappointment—no matter
how wonderful the person or relationship, there are times
when the best of human companionship will disappoint.
That's because, as St. Augustine said, we all have a God-
shaped place inside that only Jesus can fill. Invite your
friends to meet Jesus, the only person whose love will
never fail through all of life, death, and into eternity.

3. Everyone needs a purpose

As a former Watergate conspirator said, many folks live
their lives climbing the ladder of success only to realize it
was leaning against the wrong wall. Jesus’s resurrection
provides us with the power to live lives of significant
purpose and to discern between true and false success.
Invite your friends to discover Jesus, the only compass to
guide you to a life of genuine, meaningful purpose.

4. We’'re all going to live forever

Most folks today believe that and the Bible agrees. The
question is, if you are going to live forever, what neighbor-
hood will you live in? Jesus promises that for those who
believe in Him they will live in an eternal neighborhood of
light, joy, purpose, and companionship with loved ones.
But Jesus won't force anyone to live in His neighborhood.
Problem is, any place outside His source of light, joy, pur-
pose, and companionship is an eternal place of darkness,
pain, regret, and isolation—not a neigborhood we want
anyone to live in. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, so
they can live forever in the neighborhood of joy.
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