


Introduction

When | first encountered MS Publisher in the early days of creating communications with
the computer, | would have never imaged I'd be recommending it as the program of
choice for churches.

At that time, if you wanted to create professional-looking publications, you chose Aldus
Pagemaker. Pagemaker gave you layout options and type-setting control, necessary for
credible communications for churches, while Publisher’'s main claim to fame was the
ability to quickly create a moderately tacky-looking postcard quickly.

Times change and so do computer programs. Pagemaker was sold to the Adobe Corporation and while still capable of
producing professional and complex communications, the core program disappeared into InDesign, required a lengthy
and complex learning curve, and became prohibitively expensive for most churches.

In contrast, MS Publisher got better and better every year with increasing design options, an expanding and incredible
selection of templates for all sorts of publications, and the ability to do just about anything required in a church office.

It stayed at a great price was and is relatively easy to learn because many of the commands were the same as those
with MS Word or PowerPoint, two compatible programs widely used in churches. In addition, | found the more | worked
with it, | realized it was an honestly fun program to use with flexibility to create not only print publications, but graphics
and web designs easily.

In interactions with other church communicators, I've found that though many use MS Publisher (more than any other
program as my surveys show), at the same time some still primarily use MS Word because they don’t realize how much
more Publisher can do and some don’t use Publisher because they think it isn’t “professional” enough. | hope this
brief publication will change both views. In addition for anyone who does communications in your church or oversees
those who do, | urge you to consider MS Publisher, especially if you haven’t looked at it in some time.

Below are the nine reasons why MS Publisher is a great program for churches to use and each of the following pages
illustrates and expands each reason.

Here are the 9 Reasons:

Reason #1
MS Publisher can create quality designs equal to those created by the Adobe Creative Suite programs.

Reason #2
Templates are more flexible and much easier to use in MS Publisher than in MS Word.

Reason #3
MS Publisher can greatly improve the look of a previously text-based publication.

Reason #4
MS Publisher can create an identity and a consistent communication look for a ministry within the church.

Reason #5:
MS Publisher can be used to create your own PR for a church campaign.

Reason #6
MS Publisher can work as a high-end graphics program to create website graphics and resizable graphics.

Reason #7
You can purchase MS Publisher for a fraction of retail cost for your church.

Reason #8
Training in how to use MS Publisher is easy and affordable.

Reason #9
All of the editable Templates available through Effective Church Communications are in MS Publisher.



Reason #1

MS Publisher can create quality
designs equal to those created by the
Adobe Creative Suite programs.

Below | recreated one of the PR samples used by
InDesign with MS Publisher to illustrate that the issue
of professional looks and quality should not be a con-
cern for a church using MS Publisher—it does a great
job!

InDesign

This flyer was created with InDesign
and used as one of their PR pieces.

It is used to show the many things the
program can do in terms of layout,
design, typesetting, layers, etc. As you
can see, InDesign does allow you to
create beautiful publications and to do
all this work within the one page-layout
program.

MS Publisher

This flyer was created in MS Publisher,
one night on a teaching trip using my
laptop in a little over an hour. | did it
because | was very tired of hearing
about how church communicators
could not create good-looking commu-
nications with MS Publisher. As you can
see, Publisher allows you to create a
very similar piece, with the images, lay-
ers, typesetting all within the program.
To be fair, if the text was justified, you
would see a bigger difference between
the two because InDesign does handle
the fine points of typesetting with more
precision.

But always remember:

It is the PERSON, not the program, that
creates an effective communication!

The bottom line is that MS Publisher is
a great program you can use to create
quality communications in the church
office for a fraction of the price of
InDesign and it is much easier to learn.



Reason #2

Templates are more flexible and
much easier to use in MS Publisher
than in MS Word

Though MS Word is a fantastic program when it
comes to word-processing, or createing any docu-
ment that is primarily text-based, it becomes a bit
more constricting to use if you want to create a
publication with more than words.

Here is a template for a business card in MS
Word.

You can create business cards and other publica-
tions and make some modifications, but the
changes are limited and sometimes difficult.

In addition, you must work within the Template it-
self, you cannot take items off the page and place
them on the pasteboard of the computer.

—_____Templates in MS Publisher

In Publisher when you open a template, you work
with ONE image of the final publication, though it
can print just like the layout above.

It is very easy to totally change the template’s col-
ors, layout, content.

You can move items off and on the publication as
this illustration shows.

As shown below, in addition the program has many
template designs for many kinds of publications in

the program itself, whereas
with MS Word, you have to
download templates for
things other than word-
processing.

Here is a screen shot of a
few of the business card
designs. Publisher has tem-
plates for booklets, bro-
chures, newsletters, flyers,
postcards and many other
publications.




Reason #3

MS Publisher can
greatly improve the
look of a

previously text-based
publication.

Here is a text-based
newsletter.

Below is exactly the same
content, but placed inside a
MS Publisher Template.

Publisher gives a church a
way to create professional-
looking layouts without
having to create them from
scratch.



Reason #4

MS Publisher can create an identity and a
consistent communication look for a ministry
within the church.

Here is an example of how you can use the templates in MS
Publisher to create a unified look for a minis-

try in the church. The templates come in sets,
SO you can create the same look for a busi-
ness card, postcard, and a newsletter for a
ministry. There are also templates for bro-
chures, flyers, and numerous other communi-
cation pieces.

This is an example for a men’s ministry, but
you could use the same process for women’s,
children’s, singles, music, missions, youth—
whatever you’d like.

How this can work for a communica-
tion team

1. The head of the communications
team could modify the templates for
various ministries in the church and
create a unique, unified look for each
ministry. They would then be passed on
to the communication team member in
that ministry.

2. A communication team member
would do monthly updates of the com-
munications.

3. The monthly communication pieces
would be emailed back to the church
office for proofing and printing.

4. A process like this would assure that
all the ministries get the communica-
tions needed to involve people in them,
to keep them updated and motivated.

5. For this to work well, be sure every

member of the team has the same ver-
sion of MS Publisher. Reason #7 explains how to get a char-
ity license at a very low price to enable your church to do
this.
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Clipart from
www.nvtech.com,

Reason #5:
MS Publisher can be used to create
your own PR for a church campaign.

When a church we were working with wanted to
do the 40 Days of Community, we wanted to use
a logo in the colors and look of our church,
rather than the one from Purpose-Driven.

We found a piece of clipart we liked and used it
in MS Publisher Templates to create business
cards/refridgerator magnets, postcards, bulletin
inserts and a bookmark.

We also used these images on a temporary
website we created for the campaign and in
misc. communications.

The campaign was a great success at the
church.



Reason #6

MS Publisher can work as a high-end
graphics program to create

website graphics and resizable
graphics.

Many people do not realize that MS Publisher can
also be used to create web graphics including
website headers and all kinds of web graphics.

All of the right-hand margin web graphics, the
thumbnails and all of the illustrations on
www.effectivechurchcom.com were created with MS
Publisher.

The webinar below shows how to create this name-
plate for a website:

http://www.effectivechurchcom.com/2010/05/
video-and-pdf-tutorial-how-to-create-custom-headers-
for-websites-with-ms-publisher/

You can also create resizable jpgs and pngs
with MS Publisher

The ability to do this is useful in several ways:

First of all as these images show, you can create an
image in MS Publisher, simply layering text, graphics,
pictures, background, then save it as a jpg or png
and then use it as a graphic in any other publication.

Also, you can save any publication as a graphic im-
age in MS Publisher and that way you can use it in
your newsletter or PowerPoint presentation if you
want to talk about it.

For example, if you made up an invitation card for
people to invite friends to church for a seasonal event, you
could show the picture of the card and tell them what you do
in your newsletter or on PowerPoint.

A webinar that shows how to do this is at:
http:/www.effectivechurchcom.com/2010/03/video-and-pdf-
tutorial-how-to-create-resizable-graphics-with-ms-publisher/

The webinars are part of the benefits of being a member in
Effective Church Communications.

Membership is only $9.99 a month or $99 a year and you
have access to many templates, training, and ebooks on effec-
tive church communications. For membership information go
to:

http://www.effectivechurchcom.com/membership/



In the United States

Consistent Computer Bargains
http://www.ccbnonprofits.com

Contact: Maci Shrock , Regional Sales Manager
Phone: 1-800-342-4222 Ext. 110

Email: maci@ccbnonprofits.com

In Canada

Microsoft Charity Software
http://www.microsoftcharitysoftware.org
Contact: Todd Stephenson

Phone: 877-999-5559

Email: todd@pccapital.ca

Reason #7

You can purchase MS
Publisher for a fraction of
retail cost for your church.

Microsoft has a fantastic program
wherein churches can purchase MS Pub-
lisher either by itself or as part of MS
Office for a huge discount when it is pur-
chased as part of their Charity Software
program.

You need to purchase a group of
licenses, (usually 5) but what makes it
work really well for church communica-
tion teams is that the people participat-
ing in the program do not have to physi-
cally work in the church office to be part
of this. Because of this a team of people
who volunteer to help with the communi-
cations of the church could all be
equipped with compatible versions of MS
Office for a very low cost. How low?
Though prices change and vary, the cur-
rent list price for MS Office 2011 (ALL
THE PROGRAMS) is $499. For the Charity
price it is $80.

In contrast the cost for a single person
for the Adobe Creative Suite Products
would be close to $1,000 and would not
have as many programs that are in prac-
tical use at the church office.

The program and pricing is not available
at your local office supply store, you must
go through a certified group such as the
two of these to get the discounts.

The rules to participate in the U.S. and
Canada are different, but there are two
wonderful organizations on this page
that will help you with the details.



http://www.lynda.com

Reason #8

Training in how to use MS
Publisher is easy and
affordable.

MS Publisher may be one of the easiest
of the page-layout programs to learn, but
no program, including Publisher is “easy”
without some training.

Fortunately, a GREAT online training
company, www.lynda.com has training
available for MS Publisher.

The training is only $25 a month for
unlimited online classes and training.
You can take as many courses as you
want in addition to Publisher, for exam-
ple, learn some of the more advanced
PowerPoint features or Excell, or take a
course in website design or Twitter.

You can sample a number of the classes
for free and it is a fantastic way to train
your church team.

They also have many courses available
on CDs that you can purchase for your
church training library.

Though Effective Church Communica-
tions provides specific ministry training
and training in how to use MS Publisher
for church publications, you still need
something like this to learn the basic
nuts and bolts of the software.



Reason #9

All of the editable
Templates available through
Effective Church
Communications are in

MS Publisher.

On the Effective Church Communications
training site we have dozens of beautiful,
useful templates for the major Christian
holidays and for many additional church
occasions.

All of publications on this page are avail-
able to ECC Members for you to
download, personalize, and modify for
your church. Or you can use them as is
and add personal information on the
back. If you don’t want to bother with or
don’t know how to modify them, they are
all also available as a PDF that you can
download and personalize on the back
with whatever program you want.

It simply isn’t possible for me to make
templates available in a variety of pro-
grams, and because for all the reasons
previously given, | do believe MS Pub-
lisher is the best choice for churches to
use to create communications, that is
the program the templates are in.

The publications on this page are only a
few of the ones available on the site and
new ones are added each month.

Your membership pays for itself in
time-savings

Many hours are spent creating the publi-
cations, finding copyright-free artwork,
and writing the copy for the seasonal
materials and this benefit alone (in addi-
tion to the training webinars, free
€books, articles and tips) makes your
membership pay for itself.

None of these are to
size or scale—many more onljne!

You don’t have to spend all that time—
just download, personalize and use!

Membership is very reasonable: only

$9.99 a month, $99 a year. To sign up or
for more information, go to:

http://www.effectivechurchcom.com/membership/



Links to additional materials to train, equip, and encourage
Church Communicators from :

Yvon Prehn and Effective Church Communications

Effective Church Communications Training website:
http://www.effectivechurchcom.com
The Effective Church Communications website has articles, many training videos, ready-to-print templates and
PDFs for church communicators. It has hundreds of entries that can do everything from equip a beginning
church communicator to challenging a senior staff member to be more effective in their church communications.
Please sign up for our email updates and you’ll get short notices each week on new material posted on the site.

Yvon Prehn’s books in paperback
A growing selection is available at http://www.amazon.com. Just enter “Yvon Prehn” in the search box to go to
her list of books.

The regular amazon pricing, shipping, free shipping offers apply.

If you would like to purchase books in bulk at a reduced price, or are interested commissioning a
Personalized Special Edition for a training event or conference, contact yvon@effectivechurchcom.com.

To stay connected, get notices of new materials and resources and to be challenged in church
communications:

Yvon Prehn’s blog; http://www.churchcommunicationsblog.com

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/yvonprehn

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/EffectiveChurchCommunications

YouTube videos: http://www.youtube.com/yvonprehn

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/yvonprehn

Digital versions and downloadable e-books are available from:

Smashwords: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/yvonprehn

This site has lots of free special edition ebooks. It also allows you to download books in any ebook format. New
ones are continuously added, so check back frequently. Please pass on this link to church, mission, and other
groups for the free downloads.

Yvon'’s digital books are also available from these major online and retail sources, just put “Yvon Prehn” into
their search function to find the books. These selections are added to frequently, so check back for new titles.

www.amazon.com: Kindle versions for download to the Kindle reader available here
Iltunes online bookstore

Barnes and Noble online bookstore

Contact information
For additional questions about the Effective Church Communications ministry, to request free reprint permission
of articles, for interviews or contributions to websites or books, email: yvon@effectivechurchcom.com.

Enabling your church to create communications that

Fully fulfill the Great Commission
http://www.effectivechurchcom.com





