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The Gospel is the good
m = “This is how much God loved
news Of salvatlon In .leSlIS. the world: He gave his Son, his

one and only Son. And this is

For God so loved the world, that he gave why: so that no one need be
bis only begotten Son, that whosoever destroyed; by believing in him,
believeth in him should not perish, but anyone can have a whole and
bave everlasting life. jobn 3:16, KJv lasting life.

God didn’t go to all the trouble

And this is the testimony: God has given us of sending his Son merely to
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. point an accusing finger, telling
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does the world how bad it was. He
not have the Son of God does not have life. came to help, to put the world
1 John 5: 11-12, NIV right again.

Anyone who trusts in him is

We neither make nor save ourselves. God does both acquitted; anyone who refuses
the making and saving. He creates each of us by to trust him has long since
Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the been under the death

good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work sentence without knowing it.
we had better be doing. Eph 2: 8-9, MSG In. 3:16-18 MSG

It is our most important message.
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But would a visitor know that?

Most church services have:
**upbeat music
**challenging message
**invitations to activities

**nice people

But have you left out
the our most
important message?
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It’s important to intentionally share the
Gospel because. ...

**if you are really reaching unchurched—
**they may not know anything about the
truths you take for granted

**sin, repentance, who Jesus really is, God’s

plan for them may be all new

This doesn’t mean
you have to preach
about it every week A o
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Your church bulletin is a great way
to do this because:

. Everybody takes a bulletin and most visitors read them—
they want to know what'’s going on.
. It can explain what you don’t have time to in the sermon.

. It can clarify that your church is about more than activities,

offerings, and nice people on Sunday.

. They can take it home, read it over, go to the websites, and
social media you have listed to find out more.

. It can invite people to interact with the church staff about

what it means to come to know Jesus as Savior.

ONE MORE THING.....
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This short presentation in the

Bulletin is not the only thing we need
to do to help people come to know
Jesus as Savior and to grow to mature
disciples, BUT it does:

**Lay a correct foundation—no bait and
switch later.

**Defines who we are—a church that
cares about truth, Jesus, eternity.
**Start a conversation we can continue
in person or via social media.

FOLLOWING ARE REAL-CHURCH EXAMPLES.....
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The page of the bulletin and then an expanded view of the

gospel presentation.

%

Note how the section “How do | grow as a Christian?” both tells
people there is more to becoming a Christian than a quick
decision and also shows how once you become a Christian it all

fits into the overall life of the church.
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There are two good things here—first of all the
acknowledgement that it is not a formula, but a start
in the Christian life. Second, it also encouraging
people if they are starting the journey to let the staff
know. It would have been even better to have names
and contact information right there. It is so easy to
assume everyone knows how to contact the staff, but
they usually don’t, so make it clear.

The page of the bulletin and then an
expanded view of the gospel presentation.

Social media
contacts
could/should
be added to
any of these
examples.
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A wonderfully positive, upbeat way to share what it means to
be a Christian! It seems like it takes a lot of space, when you
look at the excerpt alone—but look at the layout of the bulle-
tin below. It was a tri-fold 11x17 and the gospel presentation

only takes up part of one section.

L ¥

The page of the bulletin and then an expanded
view of the gospel presentation.
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Here is a lengthy, Bible-based gospel presenta- WHAT IS GOD’S PLAN?

He does have a plan for us...

tion, from a Chapel Service for race-car drivers. Jeremiah 29:11 tells us God indeed does have a plan for us, a plan to
] give us a future and a hope, not one to harm vs. The only problem is we are
Because the Chapel Service doesn’t have to pass separated from God by sin. The first man, Adam, disobeyed God and that
brought sin into the world. Every human bom since Adam, has been
on much of the information of regular churches. it naturally born into a life of sin. That is a life of selfishness, pride, greed and
! self-centeredness.

emphasizes the most important thing—God'’s plan All men are separated from God...
Romans 3:23, says every human being has gone their own way and
of salvation. done things against God’s law. The Ten Commandments were given to men

to show their lives were indeed sinful. Without the “Law” there could be no
repentance. Jesus came to “fulfill” the Law and draw the waorld unto Himself.

Man tries to get back to God

Proverbsl4:12 “Before every man, there lies a wide and pleasant road
that seems right but ends in death.” Isaiah 59:2 “But the trouble is that your
sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin He has turned His face away
from you and will not listen any more.” God didn’t create robots that loved
Him automatically, He wants us to come to Him willingly, on our own, by

faith. Getting back to God can only be done by something He provided,
nothing we could do would ever be enough.

God’s provision and “way” for us

John 3:16-17 “For God loved the world so much that He gave His only
Son so that anyone who believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life.” “God sent His Son into the world to save it” John 14:6 “Jesus told
him, ‘T am the way—yes, the truth and the life. No one can get to the Father
except by means of me.” Jesus is the only way to a “re-united relationship”
with God, He is the only way to heaven, and indeed, He is the only one who
grants forgiveness, through repentance.

He hears a “sincere” heart.

Romans 10:9-10 “For if you tell others with your own mouth that Jesus
Christ is your Lord, and believe in your own heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved, for it is by believing in his heart that a man
becomes right with God; and with his mouth he tells others of his faith,
confirming his salvation. Romans 10:13 “ Anyone who calls upon the name
of the Lord will be saved.” John 1:12 *...but to all who received Him, He

gave the right to become the children of God. When we confess our pride
and selfishness, repent of our (sin), and trust Him to save us, we are His

The page of the bulletin and then an forever!
expanded view of the gospel presentation
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This gospel presentation is from a
fantastic bulletin that packs a huge amount of
information into one 11x17 page folded in

quarters, to see the whole bulletin, go to:

http://www.effectivechurchcom.com/2011/02/great-church-
bulletin-sample-order-of-service-newsletter-evangelism-tract-
refridgerator-reminder-and-more-all-on-one-sheet-of-paper/

The page of the bulletin and then an expanded

view of the gospel present

ation.
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This presentation uses a holiday to tie into
eternal questions about “life, death, who

is Jesus really?”

It also invites people to interact and check out the
website for more information which is a wonderful
alternative if people aren’t ready for inter-personal

interaction.

The page of the bulletin and then an
expanded view of the gospel presentation.
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Following are some additional
ways holidays provide
opportunities to create

Bulletin Inserts that

challenge people to think about
their eternal destiny.

All of the examples are on
www.effectivechurchcom.com.as
reproducible PDFs and

editable MS Publisher files
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An Easter Bulletin insert

Websites that might be useful for additional exploration
of the Christian faith:

www. JesusCentral.com: Here is how they describe this web-
site:JesusCentral.com seeks to offer the general public a highly credible,
educational reference on Jesus (note: our Editorial Chair holds a PhD in
Religious Studies from Stanford University). . . The educational approach
is to offer historically accurate material and to portray Jesus in a manner
that is of most relevance to the audience. Upon studying material of the
JesusCentral.com, one should at least have an accurate, basic under-
standing of Jesus' core message, Jesus' self-stated purpose, who Jesus
claimed to be, why Jesus was controversial and executed, and what
caused such a massive following of Jesus, significantly impacting West-
ern Civilization.

www.equip.org: this is the website of the Christian Research Institute
and Hank Hanegraff, the Bible Answer Man. Though this site is a gold-
mine to find in-depth and well-researched answers on the Christian faith
they are not easy to find. You have to go to the bottom left corner of the
home page, and type in a topic or click on the Topical Index which will
take you to a list of their great, free articles. Search around on the site, it
is worth it.

www.whoisjesus-really.com: great site to explore the basics and more
about Jesus.

www.ivpress.com/questioningfaith/resources: great list of topics/
questions of all sorts about the Christian faith with links to answers.

www.rbc.org: Though a lot of this website is for people who are already
Christians, click on their “10 Reasons to Believe Section” good, clear ex-
planations about the Christian faith.

www.leestrobel.com: great series of videos answering all kinds of topics
about the Christian faith, cne caution, if you don’t have a fast, high band-
width connection, ignore this one.

http:/Amvww.needhim.org: a beautifully designed site that approaches
questions about the Christian faith from the viewpoints of the ages and
life experiences of the different people asking questions.

church bulletin gospel presentations from yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com



An Easter Bulletin insert

For one like this on
the back you could
list church activities
that will help them
find out more about
salvation in Jesus.
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A Christmas Bulletin insert
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A Valentines Day Bulletin insert
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As the previous bulletin inserts for Easter, Christmas,
and Valentine’s Day, plus the ones on these pages for
Mother’s Day and Halloween illustrate, you can use
ANY occasion as an opportunity to challenge people
to think about their eternal destiny and relationship to

Jesus and provide resources for more exploration.
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More ideas you could use to create
your own gospel presentation.....
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Some useful
verses
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1. The most important message of
In

our church is the Gospel
summalry...

4
the good news of how to find
salvation in Jesus

2. The church bulletin is an ideal

place to begin the conversation
about it.

3. Each of your churches can express it in your

own way, but whatever you do, do something!
4. Continue the conversation via social media

links, web resources to explore, and personal
contacts.

5. Pray God will use what you create to
change lives for eternity!

\/
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For more training in creating effective
church communications:

Effective Church Communications Training website: http://www.effectivechurchcom.com
The Effective Church Communications website has articles, many training videos, ready-to-print templates and PDFs for church commu-

nicators. It has hundreds of entries that can do everything from equip a beginning church communicator to challenging a senior staff
member to be more effective in their church communications. Please sign up for our email updates and you’ll get short notices each

week on new material posted on the site.

To stay connected, get notices of new materials and resources and to be challenged in church communications:

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/yvonprehn

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/EffectiveChurchCommunications

YouTube videos: http://www.youtube.com/yvonprehn

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/yvonprehn

Yvon Prehn’s books in paperback
A growing selection is available at http://www.amazon.com. Just enter “Yvon Prehn” in the search box to go to her list of books.

Digital versions and downloadable e-books are available from:

Smashwords: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/yvonprehn

For additional questions about the Effective Church Communications ministry, to request free reprint permission of articles,
for interviews or contributions to websites or books, email: yvon@effectivechurchcom.com
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