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Ministry business & invitation cards—outreach, PR, caring
and Information all in one!

The secular business world has long understood the power of
business cards—it's unimaginable that anyone serious about doing
business would go anywhere without one.

Business cards are a great way to network, share about, and grow a
business and they can accomplish the same things in the church. The
staff, leaders, and members of the congregation can all make good
use of ministry and church business cards as a tasteful, culturally
appropriate way to share their faith by inviting people to your church or
ministry event.

To enable you to make the best use of ministry business cards,
this publication contains:

® Anoverview article: Invitation cards, business cards with an eternity-
altering purpose

® Samples of basic business cards
® Samples of business cards used as invitations to ministries
® Sample of a business cared used to advertise a sermon series

® Samples of business cards for single adult ministries and youth
ministries

® Samples of cards used for outreach evangelism
® Misc. ideas and resources for business cards

® Resource if you need to create a logo

® Final encouragement to prayer

® Additional resources for more training in the creation of Business
and Invitation Cards

® Bonus section of excerpts from the Great Idea Swap and Archive
books of articles and samples of church Business Cards

About the samples:

Some of the samples in this publication are mostly scans of scans from
samples given to me in my church communications and marketing
seminars. Some are screen captures of ones I've worked on.

Granted some of them aren’t the greatest quality, but they are useful
for illustration purposes and hopefully will inspire you to create
fantastic ministry business cards for your church.

The power of little things used by God

Business cards are little things, but God can use little things when we
give them to Him and pray that He use them for His glory and to bring
people to Jesus. Have fun creating them and using them!

Yours in His service,

Yvon Prehn

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Ministry business cards: outreach, PR, caring, and information all in one

Invitation Cards, business cards with an eternity-altering purpose

Church business cards are
one of the BEST ways to
market and grow your
church—because it involves
your people in the outreach.

Forget expensive ads—arm
your people with these tools
and inspire them to share
them!

How do you get unchurched people into your church?

Despite all the high-tech and expensive advertising methods available
today, one method remains the most effective and that is that people
respond to invitations from other people.

While it is sometimes sadly true that once someone becomes
converted, they soon have few friends who are not believers, no one
totally withdraws from the world. Most people still work at secular jobs.
Everyone has many contacts a week with people in the business
community: the waitress or waiter at the coffee shop, the Starbucks
employees, the clerks at various stores, the person standing next to
them in lines at the grocery store, airports, or the driver’s license
bureau, the person sitting next to them on the bus or subway.

These brief moments are often filled with casual chatter, but that
casual chatter could redirect an eternity with a simple statement such
as this..... “Yes, | agree our world is a mess today, but you know, this
week we've having a Saturday night discussion (or a Sunday talk, or a
Wednesday soup and classes or whatever) and our topic is ‘How to be
at peace in an unpeaceful world—I'd like to invite you to come.”

What happens next is incredibly important, because what moves that
encounter from a pleasant, momentary conversation to a potentially
life-changing connection is a an invitation card.

Invitation cards, a low tech connection tool with high impact

YOU can create the
cards you need—you
have the software and
the creativity to do it all
at your church.

You don’t need to buy
expensive preprinted cards
and when you do them
yourself they reflect the
unique ministry of your
church.

On the website:
www.effectivechurchcom.com
is a video that will show
you how.

An invitation card is simply a business card you have created with your
church’s information on it: location, meeting times, map, if necessary,
AND most important of all these days, your website and email.

Business, invitation cards are simple to create. You've got the
technology in your church to do it with many programs including MS
Word, MS Publisher and any of the higher end graphic design programs.
The program you use or the complexity of the design is not important,
what is important is that they provide a very nonthreatening link to
more information about your church and Jesus.

These cards do this for two reasons: one, because they give people
the specifics of time, location, address, etc. to actually get to your
church event. Without these vital details a nice verbal invitation is
easily forgotten no matter how appealing it seems at first.

Second, because the card provides a link to your website. In our world
today, when we want to check out anything from a national car company
to the latest movies, to airline prices and restaurant reviews—we check
out the website.

Websites are great because they allow the viewer to not be pressured,
to maintain their distance, and yet explore a product or service without
commitment. Of course to be useful to a curious, exploring, unchurched
person, your website must have more on it than a list of service times. If
you are actively giving your people invitation cards with the intention of
driving lots of unchurched people to your website, this should be a great
motivation for you to reevaluate your website and make sure it has on it
information that is complete, up-to-date, and in language understand-
able to an unchurched person.
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Ministry business cards: outreach, PR, caring, and information all in one

Ministry and church
business cards can actively
involve people in outreach
ministry in an easy,
nonthreatening way.

In addition, your website should contain invitations to specific ongoing
events of interest to an unchurched person, answers to their questions,
and an email connection for more information or questions. From the
basics on your website you can get as complex and innovative as you
want with links to blogs, podcasts, on-line discussions, email newslet-
ters, videos, music, whatever your church creates to share the good
news about Jesus and the ministries of your church.

In addition, the statistics from your web provider should give you a good
idea of how effective your invitation card outreach might be, if you
decide to do something like: make up enough cards for every person in
your congregation to have 10 of them; make the main message for
example, something about Easter such as “Everybody feels like they will
live forever.....the question is, in what neighborhood? Check out our
website for some options and an upcoming event....... ” Challenge your
people to give all of them out in the coming week and then monitor your
web statistics to see what happens.

More than a tool, a training purpose

The website:
www.effectivechurchcom.com
has a video on how to
use business/invitation
cards and one on how to
create a card for the
Men’s Ministry.

In addition to being a great tool to invite people when you make up
these cards and give them out to your people, it provides training for
them in outreach and evangelism. Far too many church members think
it is the pastor’s job or the music ministry or the advertising budget that
is supposed to get new people into the church, when in reality it is
everyone’s job.

When you create cards like these and encourage your people to pray for
opportunities to give them out, you are equipping the saints to do the
work of the ministry.

Always have ones available for your church or ministry overall; make up
special ones for special events and holidays. On a regular basis mention
how you use the card, interview people and share stories of how your
people have used them and you’ll find you will create a church culture
where everyone is involved in inviting people to come to your church
and experience new life in Jesus.

One last thing............

Doing up business cards is just plain fun!

They don’t take long and if you do them up and printthem up in-house
(more ideas on that later in this publication) you can test out logos, test
out ministry ideas, PR ideas, whatever.

Don’ttake them too seriously and don’t obsess over them, you can
always do up another one if the first try doesn’t work.

Open up that MS Publisher template, or whatever your software
program of choice, and get busy!

i D A & i
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Ministry business cards: outreach, PR, caring, and information all in one

Basic Church business cards

As the examples that follow show, a basic business/invitation card for
a church can take a variety of forms from very simple to professionally
printed and in full color.

ANY style can be effective! What is most important is that the style
reflect the personality of your church and that everyone in the church
carry them at all times to share with the people they encounter.

| really liked this one—it was
from a church that had a
number of language
groups—their pastor told me
they intentionally wanted
their church to be “more
like heaven.”

You don’t have to be fancy,
just do something so people
know who you are, when
you meet, and how to find
out more about you.
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A more formal, but very useful card

This is a really nice card, really fairly simple in design, but most-likely
because of the fold and layout you would need to have it profession-
ally printed. All of the basic information is here, but in addition, |
especially like:

The space for the person using it to write a personalized note and to
perhaps give their contact information.

The gospel presentation. Whenever possible, on all your publications,
include a gospel presentation, simply and succinctly how someone
can become a Christian—you never know when someone might
respond!

A brief gospel
presentation is always
good to include on any
communication you
can.

Some studies show that
today an individual needs to
hear the gospel message
seven times before they
respond—and your
presentation might just be
the one needed to change
their eternity.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Ministry business cards: outreach, PR, caring, and information all in one

A friendly, casual card

Not for everyone, but if this style suits your church, it is a wonderful,
friendly and a bit humorous card. Like the previous card, it forms a
sort of mini-brochure to tell you more about the church than a simple

front and back business card could.

This is a card style that would work
great for a church that has a building
recognizable to the community .

page 6
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Beyond overall church invitations

Business cards can be used not only to advertise the church overall,
but for ministries within the church and for inviting people to specific
sermon series.

Below are two card for the Mom’s ministries in the churches. These
kinds of cards that explain the program and give all the important
contact information are essential if you want to get busy moms to the
programs—because no one can remember all the details on a Power
Point slide in the church service while trying to hold a three-year-old or
keep a five-year-old occupied.

On the following pages are cards used to invite people to singles, young
adultand youth programs. Even in our age of high tech, business cards
are still one of the easiest ways to inform people about church events.

For a sermon series

This church does new cards for each upcoming sermon series. One great
advantage of doing that is that people always have a new reason to get the
cards and to give them out. You may not have the time to do them for every
new sermon series, but you may want to do some for special times of the
year such as the Easter or Christmas season, or for a special series like this
one on the family.
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For Single Adult Ministries

Singles are always looking for events and programs that are safe, low-
cost, fun and worthwhile. Equip your people to tell others about them.
Make up cards like this not only for the singles themselves, but
remember that most married folks in the church have single friends or
children and they should also have them handy to be able to invite the
singles they know.

Sunday Night Meetings, -8 30 pm, except Easter: music,
munchies, in-depth Bible lesson, discussion, free child care
Games & Goodies: Fridays, 6-8: 30 pm, Mar. 4, Apr. 20, May 25,
June 15, July 20
Movie nights, Frdays, 6-8:30 pm: "&":“éﬁmh;ﬁgﬁﬂmﬂ'
May 4, June 1, Juby 13

[ s=M. o Vemtara) . b Camnarila
i

Life Skills: Boundaries DVD T —
Tues., 6-8:30 pim, Mar.27, Apri 3, =
10,17, 24 May 1, 8,15, 22 et

More info:www thejourneysingles.com

Both of these need to be updated
with the current dates, so be sure to
do up new versions as needed. The
website on them makes them useful
even if someone gets one after the
current dates have passed
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For Men’s Ministries, an invitation card and a mini-ministry
brochure

Most men, no matter how much they benefit from the men’s ministry at
church, most likely will not carry around a brochure or have the meeting
and websites memorized.

You can equip the men in your church to be inviters by creating business
cards for them that serve as a mini-ministry brochure by giving them all
the information they need to share with a potential member.

This example was created to give you an idea on how to do this. Two
videos, one for how to easily create the logo and another for how to do
the card itself are on the website at:

www.effectivechurchcom.com.

Paul Prehn, pastor & coach

Phone: 555-555-5555
email: Paul@example.com

d
tl:'gnsei!;‘ucﬁon

Men's ministry ar First Church

555 Any Street
Your Town, CA 55555

d to:

Telegroph * Sample meeting, Wed., 5-7pm
@ - * Monthly Breakfast, Sat., 8-9:30am
| g . * Activities as announced
g ———5 * Child care available
x| * Call or email Pastor Paul
Telephone Rd. 555_555_5555

All meetings heldat  Paul@example.com

555 Any Street .
www.website.com|

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com page 9
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Invitations for specific events

This single adult ministry also created cards as specific invitations to
a variety of events as the examples on this page illustrate. The
opposite side of the card could then have overall ministry information.
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ot
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g First Friday of Month
'F‘ Chureh Life Center

Another idea, try cards instead of brochures for volunteer

opportunities

| recently heard about a church that did up a series of business cards
to describe the various ministries and volunteer opportunities in their
church. They did away with the larger brochures and brochure rack
because they concluded that with people’s busy schedules today that
the business cards would be easier and quicker to read.

The racks that hotels use to distribute menu cards could be used for this
kind of information.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Paper still works for all ages

In an age of cell phones, email and Facebook , a printed invitation to a
young adult or youth program is still useful. Below is a simple double
sided card and then a more complex folded one. If you have a great
internet presence, you can always direct people to it, but nothing
beats a printed piece of paper to enable someone to remember a
website.
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Ministry business cards: outreach, PR, caring, and information all in one

Cards needed for outreach evangelism

When your church does public acts
of kindness and outreach, you need
to let people know about you—who
you are and that you are doing it in
the name of Jesus.

Here is an example of one card that
did that.

For some great additional examples
of cards to give out and many
wonderful ideas and articles on
outreach evangelism, go to:

www.servantevangelism.com/cards.

Below is an example from their
website. Please do go there and
read about this fantastic way to
reach your community with the love
of Jesus.

-!-__-. Al
FAMY |

Thank you for allowing us

ta Sense you. This s our

sirmphe wary of saying that

God loves you=no sirings
attached. Led us know if wee
tan b of mone asSistancs,

T lmam maore aboul
e love of Sod
joim us Tor wosship Sunday
11:00 8.m.

Al
Failh Weeslayan Church
230K Lake Landing R
Lanaing, M| £8E12
o
call (517} dB2-85680
E-Mail =
{nithaturchuovager.ne
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Holiday uses of business/invitation cards

Below you have a
Mother’s Day invitation
card to return, two
encouraging cards for
New Years and a
Christmas invitation. All
of these could have
personalized church
information on the back.

Members of
www.effectivechurchcom.com
get free PDFs and
templates

of cards

like these

for each

holiday.

Seasonal events are some of the best times to get people to visit your
church. They can get to know people in a fun and nonthreatening way
and explore what your church is like without any commitment.

Though these times can be very enjoyable, you want them to be more
than one fun day or evening. Seasonal celebrations should also be:

¢ alink to the other activities of your church
¢ atime to challenge people to think about the gospel

¢ atimeto link them with Christian resources on your website or other
websites

¢ atimeto inspire people and remind them of Biblical truth

The cards on this page were all designed to be used with seasonal
events for the reasons above. They come from various sections on the
www.effectivechurchcom.com website.

Please note: there are number of
Halloween-oriented cards on the next
page. Though many, many churches use
that time of year as an outreach and
these materials helped to make it
successful, | realize that Halloween
celebrations are very offensive to some
churches. Please forgive me. That is
why | put them on a separate page. If
they are offensive to you, please just
ignore that page.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Halloween can be a time to challenge
people with some serious
consideration of life after death.

Cards like this provide a tool for your
congregation to share with their
friends in a nonthreatening way.
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Misc. tips and ideas about business/invitation cards

Misc. ideas

* One pastor of a small, but growing church shared that she made up
personalized invitation cards for the members of her church. When |
asked her why she went to all that trouble to personalize them, she
replied, “That way | can tell who is sharing and inviting because they
are the ones who ask for additional cards!”

* Personalized business cards are also nice to make up for people in
ministries at the church, for example for your various small group
leaders. In addition to providing information, it also is a way of affirm-
ing the work they do.

* You can print up your own cards easily using templates for MS Word
and MS Publisher. The programs themselves have some templates,
but if you want more, go to the www.microsoft.com site and click on
the template section.

Resources

* You can print up your own business cards on your in-house printers
and copiers and with the little cutter below, it's a snap to do them on
ANY cardstock!

* If you'd like glossy, full-color cards printed at very reasonable prices,
check out: www.vistaprint.com and 48hourprint.com. Probably
wouldn’t have the time or money to do this for everything, but for
special occasions they look great.

* In addition to just giving out the business cards on cardstock, you
can also make them into magnets by purchasing the business card
size magnets at your local office supply store.

* You don’t have to use the micro-perforated cardstock to create
business cards. Paper Direct sells the most incredible little business
card cutter, picture below. You can also sometimes find these at local
paper supply stores. these enable you to print business cards on ANY
card stock and then cut them to size easily and quickly. | LOVE this
little machine and use it lots.

available at:
www.paperdirect.com.
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One more thing, sometimes you need a logo first

Before you can create a useful card you really need a logo for your
church or ministry within the church. Yes, you can spend hundreds of
dollars and months of time (and that may be appropriate for some
churches or ministries) but sometimes you simply need something
that is quick and easy and works. After checking out a number of
programs and services, my current favorite is www. logosmartz.com. |
really like this program. It is inexpensive, only $39. and very easy to
use. You can download a free trial to check it out.

All three of these logos were created in
less than 10 minutes using the Logo
Smartz templates and they can be saved
in a variety of print and digital formats.

The most important thing—pray and trust the Lord as you work

“Not by might or by power, but by my Spirit”

Nothing we do, no matter how fancy, professional, timely or impres-
sive will ever touch souls and change lives unless the Lord blesses
our work. The most important thing we can do as we create our
business/invitation cards and all our communications is to pray for
the Lord’s leading as we create our work and that He touch the hearts
of those who will receive it.

We might never know in our earthly pilgrimage the effect of these little
cards, but heaven will be different because of them.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Additional Resources

These materials are for ECC
MEMBERS. This first video is an
excellent, short resource to watch
for instruction on the ministry
background and motivation for
Church and Ministry Business and
Invitation Cards. The second is on
how to make maps for the cards.

These two videos are for teach you
how to make a logo easily the great
little program LogoSmartz and then
how to create a men’s ministry
Business/Invitation card for Men’s
Ministry using that logo.

This ECC Position Paper is
available for free download for
Members and for purchase on:
www.effectivechurchcom.com.
It is a very useful publication to

In other publications of Effective Church Communications are a number
of articles that relate and samples of Church Business and Invitation
cards. This section has some sample sPDFs of them for you to read and
be inspired by.

The full publications, Church Invitations, #1 and Invitation Cards and

More have lots of additional samples and articles and are available
through the Download Storefront on
www.effectivechurchcom.com.

If you have created Business or Invitation Cards that you would
like to share, please email them to me (PDF is great, but | can
use any format) with your permission for us to use them to
inspire and encourage other church communicators.

Be sure to go to the website www.effectivechurchcom.com
to view the videos about Church Business and Invitation cards.
Go to the tab on the home Page that says Core Communications,
then click Church Invitation Cards to go to all the materials on
this topic.

make copies of and discuss at your

church staff meetings. You may

make as many copies of it as you

want.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com
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Bonus Materials

In the following pages are some excerpts from the Great Idea Swap PDF
Collections and the Invitations and More Book.

They are bonus materials to give you additional inspiration and ideas for
creating effective church business and communication cards.

page 18

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com



Bonus book, instead of having to get this additional
booklet, we’ve included it here

Why church ads in the newspaper don’t work
and an alternative that does

Though the use of newspaper ads for church advertising is declining, they are still
one of the key pieces of advertising considered by church staffs. Though your
church may want to run one on special occassions if you have the extra money, it
is the position of Effective Church Communications that church ads are not the
best use of your outreach budget, nor are they the most effective.

With the computing power available today to churches including the ability to
create your own invitation cards, postcards, websites, email newsletters, social
networking and a host of additional digital communications in every form from
podcasts, mobile messaging, and videos, there are far more effective ways to
market your church, especially if you want to reach unchurched people.

In the midst of all this technolgy, there remains a tiny, paper-based communication
piece that can make a powerful impact if used properly.

For this alternative to newspaper ads for reaching people and growing your church,
read on—

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com page 1



Why church ads in the newspaper don’t work and an alternative that does

Take a realistic look at your unchurched audience

If you are a person who does not go to church, who has never had anything to do
with church, but as St. Augustine said, you have a restless heart that you suspect
only God can fill, where would you go for answers?

Sadly and honestly today, most people don’timmediately think, “Oh, I'll look at the
religion section of the Saturday paper and see what church looks like it would be a
good place for me to attend to find answers to life.”

Unchurched people are usually not great fans of the Saturday religion section and
even if they go to it, there is usually little that will appeal to an unchurched person.
Most of the ads are full of church jargon and many of them today promise the
same things, “Afriendly church, upbeat music and a great children’s program!”

Not every seeker today wants friends, likes music, or has kids. What they want are
answers.

In addition, some of the church ads even have embarrassingly similar sermon
topics. Particularly around the holidays if a number of the same pastors in a town
are downloading the same sermons from Sermon Central or pastors.com, it can
be hard to distinguish one church from another.

Some churches with big ad budgets and catchy slogans will attract church shop-
pers/hopper who are looking for something “more” at church than their current
church offers them or a different place to attend if the pastor in their current
church wasn’tinspiring enough or if the music became a bit boring, but what
appeals to a church shopper/hopper will seldom draw in an unchurched person.

A few final bits of advice about church ads, before moving on to a

possibly more effective outreach tool:
Take the money that you would spend on a church newspaper ad and with the
help of someone who is recently converted, come up with an offer that would
appeal to someone who does not attend church and put it somewhere in the
paper other than the religion page ghetto. Our local paper will give the religion rate
to churches for placement any day of the week in any section. If your newspaper
doesn’t offer that, ask, newspapers are desperate for ad dollars these days.

For example: put the ad on Friday in the Entertainment Section and
maybe say something like:

Tired of your usual weekend? Come to the encounter, a coffee,
music, and discussion time on Sat. night, 7-9pm at The Journey
Church, at Main and Telegraph—thought-provoking answers to
real life questions. For more about us, check out our website at:
www.yourwebsitehere.com.

In the sports section what about:

Had enough of playing games with life and people? The men at
OUR CHURCH are inviting the men of the community to hear
local sports star talk about “How | decided to get real with God
and people.” Join us for a BBQ and talk, details at (again give
website and other contact details).
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Why church ads in the newspaper don’t work and an alternative that does

An alternative to ads: equip your people
It might be difficult to connect unchurched people with the religion section of the
newspaper, but one thing they are certain to come in contact with are other
people.

While it is sadly true that once someone becomes converted, they soon have few
friends who are not believers, that doesn’t mean that they totally withdraw from
the world. Most people still work at secular jobs and everyone has many contacts
a week with people in the business community such as:

* the waitress or waiter at the coffee shop,
* the Starbucks employees,
* the clerks at various stores,

* the person standing next to them in lines at airports, or the driver’s license
bureau,

* the person sitting next to them on the bus or subway.

These brief moments are often filled with casual chatter, but that casual chatter
could redirect an eternity with a simple statement such as this..... “Yes, | agree our
world is a mess today, but you know, this week we’ve having a Saturday night
discussion (or a Sunday talk, or a Wednesday soup and classes or whatever) and
our topic is ‘How to be at peace in an unpeaceful world— I'd like to invite you to
come.”

What happens next is incredibly important, because what moves that encounter
from a pleasant, momentary conversation to a potentially life-changing connec-
tion, is a an invitation card.

Invitation cards, a low tech connection tool with high impact
An invitation card is simply a business card you have created with your church’s
information on it: location, meeting times, map if necessary AND most important
of all these days, your website and email.

This in itself is simple to create, you've got the technology in your church to do it,
but what is important is that this provides a very non-threatening link to more
information about your church and Jesus.

It does this for two reasons:
First, because it provides essential connecting details:

It gives them the specifics of time, location, address, etc. to actually get the invited
person to your church event. Without these connecting details a nice verbal
invitation is easily forgotten no matter how appealing it seemed at first. It doesn’t
matter how big, small, prominate or interesting your church is; it doesn’t matter if
you could find it in your sleep, many people don’t know it exists or how to get
there.

Second, because it links to your website.

In our culture today, when we want to check out anything from a national car
company to the latest movies, to airline prices and restaurant reviews—we check
out the website. Websites are great because they allow the viewer to not be
pressured, to maintain their distance, and yet explore a product or service without
commitment.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com page 3



Why church ads in the newspaper don’t work and an alternative that does

Of course to be useful to a curious, exploring, unchurched person, your website
must have more on it than a list of service times, in addition, if you are actively
giving your people invitation cards with the intention of driving lots of unchurched
people to your website, this should be a great motivation for you to re-evaluate
your website and make sure it has on it information that is complete, up-to-date
and in language understandable to an unchurched person.

In addition to the basic information, your website should contain invitations to
specific ongoing events of interest to an unchurched person, answers to their
qguestions and an email connection for more information or answers to questions.
On your website you can get as complex and innovative as you want with links to
blogs, podcasts, on-line discussions, email newsletters, videos, music, whatever
your church creates to share the good news about Jesus.

Your church might have the most engaging, exciting, seeker sensitive website
imaginable, but how are people outside your church going to find your content-rich
website or your sensitive, interactive blog?

The humble little business/invitation card can make that link.

How to connect people with your church using invitation cards
Here is a process that can make a significant difference in your
church attendance and outreach at your next special event.

B Create a section or blog on your website about your event. If your website
program makes it difficult to do this, you can create a free website/blog with
WordPress. Go to http://www.effectivechurchcom.com/category/church-commu-
nications/church-websites/ for articles, videos and information on how to create
a website with WordPress.

B |n addition to the attendance information, on the site explain the importance
of the event. For example, for Christmas why Jesus really is the reason for the
season, for Easter, explain the importance of the resurrection, for Halloween, what
really happens after we die. On this section have explanations from your church
but in addition links to sites that explain in detail what it means to be a Christian.
Some you mightinclude are:

http://www.whoisjesusreally.com
http://www.christianity.com/becomingachristian/
http://peacewithgod.jesus.net/
http://www.leestrobel.com/channels/Christ.php
http://www.equip.org

B Make invitation cards with an invitation to your event and prominately display
your website link to the additional information about the holiday and the Christian
faith.

B Make up enough cards for every person in your congregation to have 10 of
them.

M Give them out at a service where you tell people to simply give them out in
the coming week to anyone meet in the course of life or with friends and neigh-
bors. No pressure or intimidation, just share.
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Why church ads in the newspaper don’t work and an alternative that does

B Have a challenging message on the card, something like: “Everybody feels
like they will live forever.....the question is, in what neighborhood? Check out our
website for some options and an upcoming event....... "

B |In addition to informational links on your website also have a confidential
email address with volunteers who will interact with seekers promptly.

B Monitor your web statistics to see what happens.

B Report the results to your congregation and challenge everyone to pray for
the people who receive the cards.

Don’t stop with doing this for just one event
Make the creation of invitation cards for every special event an ongoing ministry
so people expect them, pray about them, and look forward to seeing how God
uses them in your church.

yvon prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com page 5
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Christiaon community reaching out to:
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justice, and build God’s kingdom.
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Defending Your Faith — C.A.M.P.

Claims — The Bible Claims to be the Word of God and
Jesus claims to be the Son of God.

Archaeology—Archaeological discoveries support
Bible stories time and time again.

Manuscripts—We have more & older copies of the
originals than any other books of that time.

Prophecy—The Bible predicts events that could not
have been known years before they happened.
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End notes, Reprint Information, Resources, etc.

Permission to reproduce articles:

Interview

You may reproduce single copies of any of the content in this publication for your
church staff or you may reprint it in any publication or website that is intended to
help churches without additional permission and with my blessings.

PLEASE use the following citation:
by Yvon Prehn, www.effectivechurchcom.com

I would appreciate you linking to the website, www.effectivechurchcom.com.
PLEASE let your friends know about our ministry of helping church communicators
and the resources we have for them at www.lulu.com/yvonprehn.

info:

If you would like to interview Yvon Prehn on any of the topics in this publication or
any topic related to church communications for either print articles or other
media, I'd be happy to chat—contact me through yvon@effectivechurchcom.com.

| have done extensive radio work, some television, and am comfortable with
unscripted interviews, call-in, and talk formats.

Additional resources, training and church communication instruction:

The website: www.effectivechurchcom.com has hundreds of articles, videos,
podcasts and additional resources to help you grow as an effective church
communicator. The website has free materials, low-cost downloadable communi-
cation helps, and materials available to members only,

Effective Church Communications also has a church communication resources
storefront at www.lulu.com/yvonprehn that sells downloadable and paperback
books and instructional materials on CDs.

Citation note:

Some of the material here appeared in earlier versions of articles in Christian
Computing Magazine, articles in my newsletters or other publications, my misc.
books and reprints, or on my website, www.effectivechurchcom.com. I'm always
advising church communicators of the importance of repetition and | repeat key
articles, advice, and key communication teachings in many ways.

Scripture versions and citations:

Unless otherwise noted, Bible verses are from the New International Version.
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright
© 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zonder-
van. All rights reserved.

Comments, corrections, questions, suggestions for additional articles
or information to help church communications etc.

Please send to yvon@effectivechurchcom.com

And may the Lord give you strength, joy, wisdom, and peace as you
serve Him in church communications ministry,

Yvon Prehn
Ventura, CA



About Effective Church
Communications

Effective Church Communications is a ministry that provides
training, resources, and inspiration to help church communicators
fully fulfill the Great Commission. The hub of our ministry is the website: www.effectivechurchcom.com.

Our definition of effective church communication is communication that fully fulfills the Great Commission—
that helps people come to know Jesus as Savior and helps grow them to mature discipleship.

Our approach to church communications includes more than design and communication construction how-tos,
though we have lots of them. It includes foundational, biblical teaching related to communications, communi-
cation leadership, and church communciation teams. We constantly remind church communicators that we
have been entrusted with the words of eternal life and the eternal destinies of people depend on how well we
communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Though we work hard to stay current with technology (our training is web-based, we tweet, podcast, and are
moderate tech junkies), we value and teach timeless communication skills and principles. The majority of our
training has application in every communication channel from print to podcasts.

We believe churches of every size, from tiny house churches to mega-churches benefit from clear, effective
communication. We strongly encourage churches be who they are in their communications and to reflect their
unique denomination and heritage. We encourage them to speak personally to their congregation and com-
munity rather than copy the latest mega-church or marketing trend.

We do not allow, encouragg, link to, or promote in any way, irreverent, profane language or snarky, cynical
approaches to church communication or in the discussion of it. We serve a holy God and we seek in all we do to
walk worthy as we communicate a worthy message.

We strongly believe church communicators, from any size church, who use any software, with any skill level, can
do all the work they need to, with the people (staff and volunteers) they have, to create the communications
needed at their church. We also believe church communicators from churches of every size and description be
an encouragement and help to each other.

Though we encourage church communicators to pour their hearts, minds, and souls into the hard work of
communicating the words of eternal life, we are constantly aware that our words will only accomplish eternal
results because of His blessing of them and His working through them, by our eternal God.

About Yvon Prehn

Yvon Prehn is the founder and director of the training site for church communicators,
www.effectivechurchcom.com.

Yvon has worked in communication ministry for over 25 years. She was a free-lance newspaper reporter and
religion writer for the Colorado Springs SUN. She was a top-rated, national trainer in desktop publishing for
Padgett/Thompson, the nation’s largest one-day seminar company when desktop publishing was first invented.
She worked as a communications consultant and trainer for many of the ministries headquartered in Colorado
Springs and was senior editor at both Compassion International and Young life International. For fourteen years
she traveled full-time all over North America teaching seminars on church communications.

Yvon has written for many of the major Christian magazines. Her most recent books include: Church Bulletins,
how to create and use them to touch and change lives, Church Connection Cards, and The Five Steps of
Effective Church Communications & Marketing, all available at www.lulu.com/yvonprehn.

Yvon has a master’s degree in Church History and has done additional extensive graduate work in theology and
communications. She has taught high school English and was an adjunct professor in church history at Regis
University. She is the wife of a bi-vocational pastor and does the secretarial and church communications work
for her husband Paul, in addition to co-teaching in a variety of ministry settings at the church they work with in
Ventura, California.





